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CITIZEN LOBBYIST RECOGNIZED
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Citizen lobbyist and relentless advocate for the public’s interest Richard (Rich) Neumeister is the 2009 recipient of the John R. Finnegan Award conferred by the Minnesota Coalition on Government Information (MNCOGI) for 20 years. The Finnegan Award honors the Minnesota individual or organization that has made a significant contribution to the public’s right to know. 
St. Paul native Neumeister will receive his award at the annual Freedom of Information (FOI) Day ceremony on Monday, March 16, 2009.  The 20th annual FOI Day event, sponsored by MNCOGI, is set for 1:00 p.m. at Hennepin County Library-Central 300 Nicollet Mall in downtown Minneapolis.  The nationwide observance of FOI Day on March 16 commemorates the birth date of President James Madison, a strong advocate of the public's right and duty to know what its government is doing.  The FOI Day event is one of hundreds of initiatives participating Sunshine Week, a nation-wide project sponsored by the American Society of Newspaper Editors.
Neumeister’s award recognizes his 25 years as a citizen lobbyist, working without compensation to assure that the legislature hears that ordinary citizens do care about issues such as freedom of information, privacy rights and government accountability.   Neumeister has appeared before countless legislative committees and worked with scores of legislators. Legislators, who may occasionally be irritated at first encounter, consistently commend Neumeister for his depth of knowledge, persistence and willingness to challenge authority. Mpls-St. Paul magazine dubbed Neumeister the “Lone Ranger of Privacy Protection.” 
The Finnegan Award is named for John R. Finnegan, retired editor of the St. Paul Pioneer Press.  Selection of the recipient individual or organization is based on nominations received from the public.   Past recipients include reporters, librarians, attorneys, an archivist, government and elected officials and several nonprofit and government organization.   The pool of nominees for this year’s award ranged from a local newspaper using government information to create an on-line data base of government salary information to government officials enhancing access to public data relating to the 2007 collapse of the 35W Bridge.  

The Minnesota Coalition on Government Information is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation representing individuals and organizations committed to open access to public information in print, electronic and digital formats. The Coalition involves media representatives, attorneys, librarians, computer professionals, state and local government officials, educators and others who care about transparency in government, information access and the role of an informed citizenry in a democracy. 

For further information, contact: Mary Treacy, Executive Director, Minnesota Coalition on Government Information, mtreacy@onvoymail.com, http://www.mncogi.org
